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COMMON/SCIENTIFIC NAME:  Kinkajou (Potos flavus) a.k.a. Honeybear  
DISTRIBUTION:  Southern Mexico, Central America, Brazil
HABITAT:  Tropical Rainforest 
DIET:  Wild – Fruit, nectar, honey, some insects 
Animalia – Fruit (banana, apple, grapes, mango, papaya, kiwi, cantaloupe…), Monkey Crunch biscuits, juice, some vegetables served in a variety of enrichment devices to utilize their hands. 
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:  Kinkajous have a prehensile tail that is used for grasping branches and balance as it climbs and leaps through the rainforest canopy.  They have claws at the end of each finger to use in climbing and hanging.  Hands and feet are very dexterous for grasping and climbing.  The palms of the hands and feet are bare for grip.  Its long tongue is used to access nectar and honey.  
Coloration:  The fur is light brown or honey colored in appearance.  Its eyes are dark brown.
Size: Overall:  31-44 inches (82-113cm).  Body: 16-22 inches (42-57 cm).  Tail: 15-22 inches (40-56cm).  Tongue: 5 inches (12.7cm) 
REPRODUCTION/GESTATION:  Breeding can occur throughout the year so there is no particular season. On the inside of each wrist, the male has a bare patch of skin that covers an enlarged bone which is used to rub sides of the female during mating.   Gestation is from 112 to 118 days.  One to two cubs are born 
LONGEVITY:  20-25 years.  The record is 41 years in captivity.
ECOLOGY & CONSERVATION: Status in the wild – While not endangered and listed as Least Concern by IUCN, their population trend is listed as decreasing due to deforestation, human encroachment, the pet trade, as well as hunting and trapping for their pelt.  Due to their adaptability and their broad range, the kinkajou is able to adjust to its changing environment.  
GENERAL INFORMATION: (behavior, interesting facts, etc.) 

· Nocturnal – With their bulging eyes and relatively large ears and nose, kinkajous only come out at night and during the day they are hard to find as they are often curled up in the hollow of a tree.
· Monkey-like – They are related to the raccoon (Family Procyonidae), but fill the same ecological niche as monkeys, except that monkeys are out during the day and kinkajous are out at night.
· Chirp – The vocalizations of kinkajous typically sound like an array of chirps, similar to birds.
· Arboreal – With grasping hands and feet and a prehensile tail, kinkajous are well adapted to climbing trees and hanging from branches in order to reach their favorite tropical fruits.
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