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COMMON/SCIENTIFIC NAME:  Striped skunk (Mephitis mephitis)



DISTRIBUTION:  North America (Central & Southern Canada, United States, Northern Mexico).
HABITAT:  Skunks are very adaptable mammals and have a very wide habitat. They live in forests, grasslands, deserts, and human inhabited areas such as farms and suburban areas where they find shelter under buildings, woodpiles, barns, etc. 
DIET:  Wild – Omnivores that eat insects, small mammals, birds and their eggs, a variety of vegetation (roots, berries, vegetables) 
Animalia – Omnivore chow, Insectivore chow, a variety of fresh vegetables, limited fruit, and protein source (small mice, pinkie rats, chunks of raw chicken, crickets, mealworms)
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: Striped skunks are about the size of a domestic housecat. Their head is small and they have long front claws which they use mainly for digging. The skunk also has a medium length tail that has longer hair on it compared to its body. Their bi-color tail is a raised to warn predators to stay away.   
Coloration:  Black with two white stripes starting as a single stripe on the head, separating into two stripes down the back and recombining midway down the tail.  Skunks have color variations including brown, light brown, and even albino although these colorations are rare and not as effective as the warning colorations of black and white. 
Size:  Total length is from 22.5 – 31.5 in. (57.5-80 cm) which includes the tail length of 7-12 in. (17.3 – 30.7 cm).   Skunks are sexually dimorphic, meaning the males are larger than females. 
REPRODUCTION/GESTATION: Breeding season occurs in late winter and early spring. Normally solitary animals, male and female skunks only interact during breeding season. Female skunks typically have only one litter of kittens per year.  Gestation is 60 to 77 days. Infant skunks are blind and deaf when they are born. While weaning occurs before two months of age, the young skunks will stay with their mother for approximately one year before they venture off on their own solitary existence.  Skunks can use their defensive spray when they are only 8 days old but don’t learn how to aim until after their eyes open (24 days).
LONGEVITY:  In the wild, skunks live approximately 3 years.  In human care, skunks can live up to 15 years of age. 
CONSERVATION STATUS:  Skunks are listed as Least Concern. They can adapt to a variety of habitats and are well adapted to protect themselves and locate food. Skunks are faced with limiting factors such as predators, disease such as rabies, human activities (hunting, pest control, habitat loss), and environmental conditions such as drought or harsh winters.  In the wild, nearly 90% of young skunks will not survive their first winter.
GENERAL INFORMATION: (behavior, interesting facts, etc.) 

· Stinky Defense: Wild skunks have the ability to spray an unpleasant smelling oily liquid up to about fifteen feet when they feel threatened.  
· Pre-spray Warnings: Skunks do warn intruders before spraying by stomping their feet and raising and waving their tail.
· Warning Coloration: Skunks’ typical black body with the white stripe pattern is known as warning coloration.   They are intended to stand out in order to warn predators not to mess with them. 
· Skunks as Pets:  While skunks are attractive animals that are curious, intelligent, and even playful, attempts to popularize skunks as pets should be considered with caution.  Even though the skunk’s spray gland can be surgically removed, the skunk does have other scent glands which while not as potent, can still be considered smelly.  Their long front nails are specialized for digging which includes carpets, walls, etc.  Their curious exploratory nature also gets them into a mess of trouble with humans since they can open cabinet doors (especially in the pantry!), knock over trash cans, make nests out of paper, clothing, etc. and while they can be litter box trained, they are not always right on the mark.  Finally, one of the greatest challenges to having a skunk as a pet is maintaining a healthy diet as most pet skunks become grossly overweight as a result of the poor diet provided by humans.  All of the these considerations need to be made before considering a skunk as a pet.
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