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An Animal Icon Passes On…

Carl, the Rottweiler, educator of people, trainer of puppies, and friend to children everywhere passed away on Saturday, November 17, 2007 at the approximate age of 10 years old.  While Carl had remained active and playful up to his very last day, he had been having digestive problems over the last few months.  Friday evening Carl began getting sick and soon his stomach swelled with gas.  Even after treatment with medicine, the bloating would not relent.  Late into the night, he lay down in front of the still warm fireplace and passed on.  
The life of Carl is worth commemorating.  His life did not start off easy as he was abandoned as a pup to the Humane Society.  Luckily, he was adopted by the Indianapolis Zoo who named him Carl after the series of successful children’s books by Alexandra Day.  These books feature the Rottweiler named Carl and his adventures caring for children.  At the Zoo, Carl became an ambassador for those animals that people are often afraid of and helped to dispel the myth of “that big scary dog.”  His job was to go around the Zoo meeting people and getting pet by them.  
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While Carl worked at the Zoo, he met thousands of people.  However, Carl left an impact on one person in particular, Joel Vanderbush.  Joel worked in the Zoo’s Education Center and on Carl’s excursions through the Zoo, he would always stop by to visit.  After 6 years of dedicated service at the Zoo, Carl was suffering from severe arthritis in his rear right hip.  It was announced that Carl was retiring and needed an adoptive home.  Joel jumped at the opportunity and called his wife Ailigh.  Since it was around Valentine’s Day, Joel asked Ailigh, “How would you like a very large Valentine’s gift?”  Ailigh was delighted and Carl found a new home with the Vanderbush family.  
At the Zoo, Carl lived in a kennel attached to a barn in the Encounters area.  When Carl arrived at the Vanderbush household, he discovered he enjoyed laying on rugs and the soft cushions of the couch.  It did not take long before Carl got it into his head that he could be a 110 lb. lap dog.  Of course he had to share this role with the other dogs of the house, Parsley and Weasel.  Carl found an instant best friend in Weasel who would lick Carl’s slobber from his lips, and lick clean Carl’s eyes and ears.  Carl’s adjustment to Parsley was not so smooth due to no fault of his own.  Parsley felt the need to demonstrate her position as top dog to Carl on a few occasions, ironically, Parsley coming out worse for wear.  Soon however, everything settled down and Carl was enjoying family life.  
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Carl received treatment for his arthritis and physical therapy to rebuild the wasted muscle of his right leg.  Over the course of six months he began using his leg regularly again and with in a year, he was leaping and running again like a young pup.  Carl was enrolled in Canine Good Citizen classes and after overcoming his overwhelming attraction to all things on wheels, he was awarded his certificate in August 2004.  That same year, Carl’s likeness was selected from a nationwide search to develop a dog rubber stamp which you can still buy today at rubberhedgehog.com. 
Carl began going on Education Outreach Programs with Joel and Ailigh’s company, ANIMALIA.  He became a favorite at the school in which Joel was teaching.  On “Animal Friday” Joel would feature one of the 40 animals from ANIMALIA at his school.  Working in an alternative school environment, Joel’s students were often far removed from animals and were quite challenged to accept these new experiences.  Helping the students to realize that animals are not as scary as they might think, Carl made a huge impact on them.  For inner-city youth, the only experience with Rottweilers was usually negative.  Carl helped them change their perceptions not only toward dogs but to animals as a whole.  He became a highly requested favorite of Animal Friday.
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Carl’s talents went beyond just helping people.  Carl also developed a talent for helping other dogs.  Ailigh runs dog training classes.  It is often beneficial when training dogs and owners to have a demonstration dog.  Carl did very well in this environment.  His patience and unending desire to work for treats made him a popular guest in every new training class.  He loved the attention from his classmates, but especially from the owners of the Dog Bakery where he trained.  The homemade dog cakes, treats, graduation doggy ice cream and tons of attention made Carl run to the car before every class.  
While every dog leaves an impression on its family, Carl left a positive impression on thousands of people.  His loss is certainly felt greatly in the Vanderbush house.  However, the void left in the education of humans and dogs alike will be felt for years to come as Carl was more than just special.  His diverse talents and training made him very rare and he will be sorely missed by many.    

